Labetalol-induced Peyronie's disease? A case report.
Peyronie's disease (induratio penis plastica) has been observed in a 58-year-old man 8 months after initiation of treatment with the new combined alpha- and beta-blocking agent, labetalol. During the last 2 months before onset of symptoms he had received 2400 mg labetalol daily. He showed no other signs of abnormal fibrous tissue production and the ANF test was negative. Cessation of the drug revealed no improvement. Peyronie's disease has also been observed in relation to treatment with propranolol, practolol and metoprolol and might be due to an impaired balance between alpha- and beta-receptors in connective tissue, but there may also be an immunological basis for the fibrosis. A possible coincidence is stressed, as the ages of the reported cases are within the range where this disease most often develops.